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FOF artist LO"]e”ne and gazing fondly upon familiar landscapes. After a successful

show amid enthusiastic colecrors, ids the shire of Unanderss

MOther, ” IS the beOUfy Of l:ul':,_: Australias east coast, where the beauty of the Se galnst
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porcelain and the painting  sone of the world's most exquisite dolls
: “he seads of ereat viey were planted in hee childhoad uneer tie prsLicae
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sewing. Her shilly cannad Cadaine o ceniicare of fashlon In college where
COprreS her heort she mastered crafting, millinery, dresmaking, embroidery, and home
'\l‘.'.l”.
“I can”: think of one skill leamed ia those vears | haven't needel in the
By Deb Welssler  creation ol my dolls”™ Cathenine recals. Her love of creative arts ked o a
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she honed her skills in design, costuming, and hiscorical
figures. Wich an occasional giant banana, elephants, and
hippus as part of her repertoire, who could have imagined
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In the lare 19805 in search of a hobby Catherine tuund
2 local studio that raughe antique reproducnen porcelain
doll making. It seerned the ideal venue,
display her incricae

1'_“:_'7.‘71.& her o
buc i was
seaury of parcelain and the painring of expressive taces
that truly caprured her heart

It wasn't long before she had her ows
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costumes in smaller scale,
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“Afer attending a
sculp nm;\l 55 'amln hy Ausrralian doll arrist Marie M
| moved o original sc .Llpum and never looked bacl!”
Victoria and (m.p were the first vrigival dells Cadherine
designed from scratd

and began
.'vllm 4 '"l*lmlm'liml dalls.
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. Vietoria with a lower cloth l‘-nlr and
Creaer a full clay sc Hpmw ar a ime when mansr artist dolls
were soft bodied. Dressed in white Edwardian children’s
outfits complere wich lace and tucks, her dells were unigue
and inbnitely appealing, By the varly 1990s ( atherine was
ready o launch her line in the 11.S.
“It can he a bic overwhelming when yvou purt your
original work out rhere for the first cime for the public
to vievs" she savs, "I was naive about how many onders |
would receive and how much interest was gencrared from
that fiest seulpred dell. Lo of long hours were required to
commir to orders, and it was another 12 months before |
could sculpt a second doll”
Her love of Arc Nowveaw, clearly reflecred in many
of Catherine's dolls, reswls in exa juisice I—I:;'n'»' I]O‘.‘«"n.‘
costumes that envelop and hig 'hln hr the form and pose of
cach fully sculpred body. Her p\rlr»*l COStMEs epitomize
the glamour of bygone eras—An Nouveau, Arc Deco,
Victorian and Fdwardian when haure couture n_i:,;-.l:d.
Deaped in sillks and fine carcon, Trench and English
lace, with an occasional snippet of vintage fabric for desail,
her hand-dyed fabrics lend a color palene e bleads
seamlessly with hair and skin tones, making her do s cruly
breathtaking and instantly recognizable.
Warking from phoros and Jife mo -d; (Catherine torms
er r..ng_',lr..ll designs in porcelain day, With duzens of

concepts Hoaong about in ber head it can take le::ll(lh ol
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costumes epitomize

the glamour of

bygone eras—

Art Nouveau, Art _ w evens the chair.
. . [ like ro make everyrhing sn

Deco, VIC?OI’IOH, it can cruly be called an

and Edwardian doll. As

when haute

couture reigned.

a4 var w 2o [rom concept
completion. "W
conjure up the image of

what I want to creare i
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wl because of that
ulpe thires
vear, and they are
made in small editions, cach

tor boar

dolls each

an essenoe of my vision,”
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gives Catherine an opportunicy 1o bounce ideas around
with another artisc. At
inch dalls, ©
and display. Prices range trom $1. 204

agon 17- o 18-
hnding chis size most d:\lral le ter costuming
31,600,
Liv 1..;, on the other side of the world limics th
of shows and cvenes exhibiding her waork,
grovang list ot delighted colleccors and rezail stores,
Catherine has tound that word-ct-mouth 35 one of her best
selling poins, When possible, IDEX and NIADA ¢vencs
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advertising and rhe Inremer carries her work around
world
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I don't think the noveley of receiving e-mails trom
Moscow, or Barcelona will ¢ves
Catherine

SLOP amEeing
me.” lsnghs.

“Snme people spend their whole Iife lonking for whar
males them happy. [ found my passion and ic 3s creating
dells: not just the sculprure but the whole dull, Thas
the real satisfaction ext lur
Catherine? Her mother has begged her for vears wo oy
her hand ar 1:12 scale dolls. Recently inspired by other
miniarurisss hinting the same, Cathering may
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st take he
work in 2 whale new direcrion
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